High metabolic activity in the visual cortex of early blind human subjects.
Glucose metabolism has been studied in the visual cortex of early blind human subjects. In the forebrain of these subjects, regional glucose utilization was the highest in the striate and prestriate cortical areas. Furthermore, this activity was higher than in blindfolded sighted subjects, whether at rest or during an auditory or tactile task. These observations raise the question of the functionality of the blind's visual cortex.